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Raborn Defended

New Head of the CIA Adopted
Gung—Ho Approach in Crisis

By MARQUIS CHILDS

CPYRGHT

ohnson Supporter i
The head of Aerojet-General-
former secretary of thel
avy Dan Kimball. Big, j ]o-
ial hard-driving Kimball is -
n ardent Democrat who has
layed an important role both
n the national scene and in
alifornia.
Last October when so many
retired generals and admirals

<

[ praise—depending on
viewpoint—for American mil-.
itarv intervention in the Do-

, gets a large”
. share than ;
had: becn j

:Admlral Wil- siiensd

Washington—When it comazs
to assessing the blame or the

minican Re-
public, it ap-
pears that a
¢ wcomer

previously
apprecx-
fated,. - ¢
For Vice

liam F. Ra- Raborn

born (Ret.) it was an initial
i venture as head of the Central
Intelhgence Agency in shap-.
mg the course of .a major
crisis. From the first he in-

! gisted, with deeply emotional:
i conviction, that the rebellion on

was Communist - dominated

' and that “another Cuba” was |

" imminent.
He gave the President the

" list of 55 Communists involved
: in the rebellion,

‘1t was sub-
sequently shown that the list

‘contamed a number of ob-
. vious errors.

But it was Raborns gung-
ho approach to his task that

. startled other participants in

the high-level conference lead-

' ing to the decision to scnd in

the Marines.

: A ‘Paul Reverc’?

As one of the President’s.
" principal advisers remarked :
¢afterward the Admiral seem-.

“ed te have cast himself in the
role of Paul Revere charging
into the National Security:
Councxl to warn that the Red-!
coats were coming,

“I wish -John McCone was:

‘the

’, CIA,” _another
said, “And I never thought
I'd live to see that day.”

feeling al the change of com-

partxmpagt? ky Goldwater,

This_ reflects a w1despread:

mand in the agency.that has ;

such far-flung powers exer-!’

“cised in almost-total secrecy. - lhuman race

There were - dcep- misgivings

"when  President
Inamed McCone,
| California industrialist and a
Republican, ‘to head CIA. He

ghad had” only limited experi- "

'ence in intelligence as under

t Energy Commission,

lMcConc s Operattbn

The fear was that he would"
be motivated by a quite un-
professwnal zeal'snd a desire
to keep in the public eye, But,
the contrary, McCone
iproved to be a thoroughgoing
professional who -shunned
virtually -all . public appear-
ances. He won the. respect of
the top staff built .on the foun-
dation of the World War II
0SS. For both personal and
business reasons he had long :
wanted to return to Callf-
fornia.

Raborn had no experience
in intelligence. His distin-
‘guislied. naval carcer Wwas
.climaxed with his direction of
the planning and construction

“of ‘the Polaris submarine, In :

H

pushing through this hotable
advance, his organizing abili-
ty Was invaluable,

When he retired

,program = management
| Aerojet-General, the big
! fense contracting firm that is
Ia subsidiary of the General
- Tire apd: Rubber Co,,
Azusa, Calif,

Kennedy : lhower

a wealthy '

[secretaty of the Air Force,
and chairman of the Atpmlc
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I
in 1963 |
he became vice president for
for .
de- J'

:

at ;

Ithis is
. fcruise”

ere whooping it up for Bar- :
Adriral Ra- ;
born was one of the few who !
came out publicly forYJohn- }

|son's re-election. In a state-

ment issued by the Demo- .
cratic National Committee in .
‘Washington, he said: “If the :
is to survive, :
America’s awesome nuclear
should be entrusted :
only to a man who can be
counted upon to exercise calm !
judgment and wisdom in con-
ducting our foreign policy.”
Raborn’s defenders say that
his ‘“shakedown
in intelligence and it
is, therefore, unfair to judge
him on his early perform-
ance. But the question of tem-
perament is important and
here the contrast with McCone
is significant. :

Cautious Appraisals

P S S~

|

The Admiral’s predecessor
rarely showed emotion or ex- 3
citement. He was given toi
 Junderstatement and to a cau- |
tious appraisal of the facts |
‘land .the estimates as as- {
sembled by his immediate i
subordinates whose profes- ]
sionalism he respected.

In the view of specialists ‘
who observed McCone's oper- |
ation this was the right ap- |
proach and particularly for!
the present occupant of the !
White House. Restraint and |
reserve are two qualities that -
tend to be in short supply in -
the Executive Oifice.

“If there is one thing the
President does not need,” a
devoted co-worker remarked,
“it is -someone to send him j |
into orbit, He gets into orbit !
without any help at all.” -

+ tus and the advice based onl
+ that operation must be meas-
- ured against a broad under-
- standing of trends- and poh-‘«’
cies everywhere. A crusading|'
however|"

'3
‘still over theA‘ioﬁ%&% P8r Release 2000/09/08 - CIA|RDP75- 00001R000100160131-5

Trends Vital

In today's complex and
perilods world the direction
of a vast intelligence appara-

anti - communism,
dedicated, is hardly a substi-
tute, ag McCone understood,
i for the restraint that goes
w1th a farseemg vnew.

o




